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Labour’s Manifesto 2017 – Key points for the life sciences 

 
This document contains key excerpts for the life sciences from Labour’s manifesto. The full 
manifesto can be found here.  
 
Labour’s Industrial Strategy  
Britain can only be stronger if every nation and region is given the resources and support to 
succeed. Only a Labour government with a credible industrial strategy can reach this 
untapped potential and deliver prosperity to every corner of our country, working with 
devolved administrations. 
 
Our industrial strategy will be built on objective, measurable missions designed to address 
the great challenges of our times. In meeting these challenges, we will move beyond the 
narrow approaches of the past, and mobilise the talents and resources of our whole country 
to deliver an economy fit for the future. 
 
The first missions set by a Labour government will be to: 
 

1. ensure that 60 per cent of the UK’s energy comes from zero-carbon or renewable 
sources by 2030 

2. create an innovation nation with the highest proportion of high- skilled jobs in the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development by 2030. We will meet the 
OECD target of 3 per cent of GDP spent on research and development by 2030. 
 

In order to create a fertile ground for businesses to achieve these missions Labour will take 
action across the areas we know are necessary for business and industry to grow: 
 

• Skills - by creating a National Education Service for England. 

• Infrastructure – by investing £250 billion over the next ten years. 

• UK supply chains - by targeting government support where there are gaps. 

• Trade – by negotiating a new deal with Europe that puts jobs and the economy first. 

• Procurement – by requiring the best standards on government contracts. 

• Research and development – by committing extra research investment. 

• Energy costs and security – by capping costs and investing in new publicly owned 
energy provision. 
 

While our industrial strategy is one for growth across all sectors, Labour recognises that 
certain sectors are of strategic significance to the UK economy. For each strategic industry, 
the next Labour government will establish a council (modelled on the highly successful 
Automotive Council) to oversee its future security and growth. We will also encourage 
private investment by removing new plant and machinery from business rate calculations. 
 
National and local government spends £200 billion a year in the private- sector procurement. 
Labour will put that spending power to good use to upgrade our economy, create good local 
jobs and reduce inequality. We will require firms supplying national or local government to 
meet the high standards we should expect of all businesses: paying their taxes, recognising 
trade unions, respecting workers’ rights and equal opportunities, protecting the environment, 
providing training, and paying suppliers on time. We will expect suppliers to reduce 
boardroom pay excesses by moving towards a 20:1 gap between the highest and lowest 
paid.  

http://www.labour.org.uk/page/-/Images/manifesto-2017/labour-manifesto-2017.pdf
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We will appoint a Digital Ambassador to liaise with technology companies to promote Britain 
as an attractive place for investment and provide support for start-ups to scale up to become 
world-class digital businesses. Our Digital Ambassador will help to ensure businesses are 
ready to grow and prosper in the digital age (p. 13-5). 
 
Transforming our financial system 
Labour will transform how our financial system operates. Following the successful example 
of Germany and the Nordic countries, we will establish a National Investment Bank that will 
bring in private capital finance to deliver £250 billion of lending power. 
 
This new public institution will support a network of regional development banks that, unlike 
giant City of London firms, will be dedicated to supporting inclusive growth in their 
communities. The banks will deliver the finance that our small businesses, co-operatives and 
innovative projects need across the whole country. The National Investment Bank will fill 
existing gaps in lending by private banks, particularly to small businesses, and by providing 
patient, long-term finance to R&D-intensive investments. It will also be given the task of 
helping to deliver our industrial strategy, by prioritising spending in line with its objectives. 
 
Labour will overhaul the regulation of our financial system, putting in place a firm ring-fence 
between investment and retail banking that will protect consumers. We will take a new 
approach to the publicly-owned RBS, and launch a consultation on breaking up the bank to 
create new local public banks that are better matched to their customers’ needs. And we will 
extend existing Stamp Duty Reserve Tax to cover a wider range of assets, ensuring that the 
public gets a fairer share of financial system profits. 
 
Labour will change the law so that banks can’t close a branch where there is a clear local 
need, putting their customers first. Britain has a successful international finance industry, but 
we also need a strong, safe and socially useful banking system to meet the needs of our 
own regional economies and communities. We will commit to creating a more diverse 
banking system, backed up by legislation (p. 16).  
 
A new deal for business  
Our small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) are the backbone of our economy, 
providing 60 per cent of private-sector jobs. Technological changes, like the spread of digital 
manufacturing and rapid communication, mean smaller, faster businesses will be the future 
of our economy. 
 
Yet this Conservative Government has taken small businesses for granted. Labour is the 
party of small businesses. We understand the challenges our smaller businesses face. In 
order to provide the support many small businesses need, a Labour government will: 
 

• Mandate the new National Investment Bank, and regional development banks in 
every region, to identify where other lenders fail to meet the needs of SMEs and 
prioritise lending to improve the funding gap. 

• Reinstate the lower small-business corporation tax rate. 

• Introduce a package of reforms to business rates – including switching from RPI to 
CPI indexation, exempting new investment in plant and machinery from valuations, 
and ensuring that businesses have access to a proper appeals process – while 
reviewing the entire business rates system in the longer run. 

• Scrap quarterly reporting for businesses with a turnover of under £85,000. 

• Declare war on late payments by: 

• Using government procurement to ensure that anyone bidding for a government 
contract pays its own suppliers within 30 days. 
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• Developing a version of the Australian system of binding arbitration and fines for 
persistent late-payers for the private and public sectors. 
 

We will also bring forward legislation to create a proper legal definition for co-operative 
ownership. The National Investment Bank and regional development banks will be charged 
with helping support our co-operative sector. Labour will aim to double the size of the co-
operative sector in the UK, putting it on a par with those in leading economies like Germany 
or the US (p. 17-8).  
 
Negotiating Brexit  
Labour accepts the referendum result and a Labour government will put the national interest 
first. We will prioritise jobs and living standards, build a close new relationship with the EU, 
protect workers’ rights and environmental standards, provide certainty to EU nationals and 
give a meaningful role to Parliament throughout negotiations. 
 
We will scrap the Conservatives’ Brexit White Paper and replace it with fresh negotiating 
priorities that have a strong emphasis on retaining the benefits of the Single Market and the 
Customs Union – which are essential for maintaining industries, jobs and businesses in 
Britain. Labour will always put jobs and the economy first. 
 
A Labour government will immediately guarantee existing rights for all EU nationals living in 
Britain and secure reciprocal rights for UK citizens who have chosen to make their lives in 
EU countries. EU nationals do not just contribute to our society: they are part of our society. 
And they should not be used as bargaining chips. 
 
Labour recognises that leaving the EU with ‘no deal’ is the worst possible deal for Britain and 
that it would do damage to our economy and trade. We will reject ‘no deal’ as a viable option 
and if needs be negotiate transitional arrangements to avoid a 'cliff-edge’ for the UK 
economy. 
 
The issues that affect our continent now will continue to do so in the future – and Labour will 
continue to work constructively with the EU and other European nations on issues such as 
climate change, refugee crises and counter-terrorism. We will build a close co-operative 
future relationship with the EU, not as members but as partners. 
 
A Labour government will ensure that the UK maintains our leading research role by seeking 
to stay part of Horizon 2020 and its successor programmes and by welcoming research staff 
to the UK. We will seek to maintain membership of (or equivalent relationships with) 
European organisations which offer benefits to the UK such as Euratom and the European 
Medicines Agency. We will seek to ensure that Britain remains part of the Erasmus scheme 
so that British students have the same educational opportunities after we leave the EU (p. 
24-6).  
 
Immigration  
Freedom of movement will end when we leave the European Union. Britain’s immigration 
system will change, but Labour will not scapegoat migrants nor blame them for economic 
failures. 
 
Labour will develop and implement fair immigration rules. We will not discriminate between 
people of different races or creeds. We will end indefinite detentions and distinguish between 
migrant labour and family attachment and will continue to support the work of the Forced 
Marriage Unit. We will replace income thresholds with a prohibition on recourse to public 
funds. New rules will be equally informed by negotiations with the EU and other partners, 
including the Commonwealth. 
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Whatever our trade arrangements, we will need new migration management systems, 
transparent and fair to everybody. Working with businesses, trade unions, devolved 
governments and others to identify specific labour and skill shortages. 
 
Working together we will institute a new system which is based on our economic needs, 
balancing controls and existing entitlements. This may include employer sponsorship, work 
permits, visa regulations or a tailored mix of all these which works for the many, not the few. 
 
Labour will protect those already working here, whatever their ethnicity. Our National 
Education Service will raise the level of skills and training. We will take decisive actions to 
end the exploitation of migrant labour undercutting workers’ pay and conditions. 
 
For areas where immigration has placed a strain on public services we will reinstate the 
Migrant Impact Fund and boost it with a contributory element from the investments required 
for High Net Worth Individual Visas. Labour will restore the rights of migrant domestic 
workers, and end this form of modern slavery. 
 
Labour will ease the underlying pressures in any areas struggling to cope with seven years 
of austerity by our programme of investments. We will not cut public services and pretend 
the cuts are a consequence of immigration. 
 
Refugees are not migrants. They have been forced from their homes, by war, famine or 
other disasters. Unlike the Tories, we will uphold the proud British tradition of honouring the 
spirit of international law and our moral obligations by taking our fair share of refugees. The 
current arrangements for housing and dispersing refugees are not fit for purpose. They are 
not fair to refugees or to our communities. We will review these arrangements. 
 
Labour welcomes international students who benefit and strengthen our education sector, 
generating more than £25 billion for the British economy and significantly boosting regional 
jobs and local businesses. They are not permanent residents and we will not include them in 
immigration numbers, but we will crack down on fake colleges (p. 28-9).  
 
International trade  
Labour is pro-trade and pro-investment. The UK’s future prosperity depends on minimising 
tariff and non-tariff barriers that prevent us from exporting and creating the jobs and 
economic growth we need. 
 
The EU accounts for 44 per cent of our current exports and will continue to be a priority 
trading partner. As our trading relationship with the EU changes it is vital that we retain 
unrestricted access for our goods and services. 
 
A Labour government will work with devolved administrations to bring forward an integrated 
trade and industrial strategy that boosts exports, investment and decent jobs in Britain. 
 
Labour will champion the export interests of SMEs, ensuring all new trade agreements 
include a commitment to support their market access needs. We will develop an export 
incentive scheme for SMEs based on international best practice, and we will ring-fence 
Tradeshow Access Programme grants to help SMEs reach new customers around the world. 
 
Labour will use the full range of export credit, finance, insurance and trade promotion tools to 
boost British exports and support priority industrial sectors. 
 
We will create a network of regional trade and investment champions to promote the export 
and investment interests of businesses across the country, and we will include regional 
representation on overseas trade missions (p.30-1).  
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Skills 
At a time when technology is changing demand for different kinds of skills, and evolving 
patterns of work mean that people are more likely to pursue several careers during their 
working lives, it is crucial that our education system enables people to upskill and retrain 
over their lifetimes. As part of our dynamic industrial strategy, lifelong training will deliver 
productivity and growth to the whole economy while transforming the lives of individuals and 
communities. 
 
To ensure that we deliver for every part of the UK, we will devolve responsibility for skills, 
wherever there is an appetite, to city regions or devolved administrations (p. 39).  
 
Higher Education  
Labour believes education should be free, and we will restore this principle. No one should 
be put off educating themselves for lack of money or through fear of debt. 
 
There is a real fear that students are being priced out of university education. Last year saw 
the steepest fall in university applications for 30 years. 
 
Since the Conservatives came to power, university tuition fees have been trebled to over 
£9,000 a year, and maintenance grants have been abolished and replaced with loans. 
 
The average student now graduates from university, and starts their working life, with debts 
of £44,000. 
 
Labour will reintroduce maintenance grants for university students, and we will abolish 
university tuition fees. 
 
University tuition is free in many northern European countries, and under a Labour 
government it will be free here too (p. 43).  
 
NHS 
In the aftermath of war and national bankruptcy, it was a Labour government that found the 
resources to create a National Health Service - our proudest achievement, providing 
universal healthcare for all on the basis of need, free at the point of use. 
 
Labour will invest in our NHS, to give patients the modern, well-resourced services they 
need for the 21st century. Labour will ensure that NHS patients get the world-class quality of 
care they need and that staff are able to deliver the standards that patients expect. 
 
We will guarantee and uphold the standards of service to which patients are legally entitled 
under the NHS constitution. By guaranteeing access to treatment within 18 weeks, we will 
take one million people off NHS waiting lists by the end of the next Parliament. 
 
We will guarantee that patients can be seen in A&E within four hours. By properly resourcing 
the NHS, Labour will stop the routine breach of safe levels of bed occupancy, and we will 
end mixed-sex wards. We will deliver the Cancer Strategy for England in full by 2020, 
helping 2.5 million people living with cancer. And, by properly resourcing ambulance 
services, we will end the scandal of slowing ambulance-response times. 
 
Labour will focus resources on services to provide care closer to home and deliver a truly 
21st century health system. We will work towards a new model of community care that takes 
into account not only primary care but also social care and mental health. We will increase 
funding to GP services to ensure patients can access the care they need. And we will halt 
pharmacy cuts and review provision to ensure all patients have access to pharmacy 
services, particularly in deprived or remote communities. 
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Labour will tackle the growing problem of rationing of services and medicines across 
England, taking action to address ‘postcode lotteries’ and making sure that the quality of 
care you receive does not depend on which part of the country you live in. We will ensure all 
NHS patients get fast access to the most effective new drugs and treatments, and insist on 
value-for-money agreements with pharmaceutical companies. 
 
To make sure that autistic people are able to access the whole of their community and to put 
an end to social isolation, Labour will set the ambition to make our country autism-friendly. 
We will ensure that everyone with a long-term condition, such as those with diabetes, will 
have the right to a specialised care plan, and access to condition-management education. 
We will ensure highquality, personalised care for people approaching the end of their life, 
wherever and whenever they need it. 
 
Labour will ensure that NHS England completes the trial programme to provide PrEP (pre-
exposure prophylaxis) as quickly as possible, and fully roll out the treatment to high-risk 
groups to help reduce HIV infection. 
 
Labour will fund free parking in NHS England - for patients, staff and visitors – by increasing 
the tax on private medical insurance premiums (p. 66-7).  
 
NHS funding 
Labour will commit to over £30 billion in extra funding over the next Parliament through 
increasing income tax for the highest 5 per cent of earners and by increasing tax on private 
medical insurance, and we will free up resources by halving the fees paid to management 
consultants. 
 
Labour will boost capital funding for the NHS, to ensure that patients are cared for in 
buildings and using equipment that are fit for the 21st century. And we will introduce a new 
Office for Budget Responsibility for Health to oversee health spending and scrutinise how it 
is spent (p. 69).  
 
 


